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GIVEN ON THE AFTERNOON AND EVENING OF 
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PROPRIETORS 
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1,2, 3 and 4 WINTER PLACE 


PRIVATE DINING ROOMS 
FOR CLUBS 
OR THEATRE PARTIES 


AX 


GAHM’S 
Mal Betis 


A Food 
A Tonic 
An Invigorator 


Recommended by Physicians. No house- 
hold should be without it. Is especially 
recommended to persons suffering from 
Indigestion and Dyspepsia. Will build up 
the system of the weak and debilitated. 


For Sale by Druggists 
and Grocers 


ACCEPT NO OTHER 
If your dealer does not keep it order 


direct. 


JOS. GAHM, 125 Purchase St., . . Boston 


TELEPHONE 954 
Also, New England Agent for 


ramos MILWAUKEE BEER 


Our Speciaf 
OWateches 
a 


for Gentfemen 


AT $75 AND $100 


In 18-kt. Gold cases are exceptional values. They are fully guaranteed 
as reliable time-keepers. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS FOR 


SHRINE, 32° AND COMMANDERY 


... Chars... 


WILL BE EXECUTED IN A MOST SATISFACTORY 
MANNER 


see 
oe mtowell Co. 


24 WINTER STREET 


NOBLE CALEB SAUNDERS, Potentate 


ARTIFICIAL HUMAN EYES © FITTED 


Mul 
PRICE, $4.00 
hh 


RIMLESS+ EYEGLASSES 


OCULISTS’ ORDERS A SPECIALTY 


RIMLESS BAR SPRING EYEGLASSES FOR ASTIGMATISM, $2.50 COMPLETE 
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=== Manufacturing and Prescription Opticcan —— 


No. 2 PARK SQUARE 


Reswd. 4-aGrn. 2 BOSTON 
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MAIL ORDERS A SPECIALTY 


NOBLE THOMAS WATERMAN, Past Potentate 
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500 ROOMS, 


SINCLAIR & MANN, 
BOSTON. 


Chas. A. Sinclair. Geo. G, Mann. 
Brattle Street and Brattle Square, Near Washington Street. 


The Masonic Equitable Accident Association 


119-131 Devonshire Street, BOSTON, MASS. 


One ot Boston’s Its policy is a clean, easily understood 
promise to pay, guaranteed by a Deposit 


Best Known with the State Treasurer of Massachusetts. 
Accident Insurance Companies 
Nearly Thirty Millions 
GAINED IN 1895 
Twenty-five per cent in policies in force. of Insurance 
Sixty-nine per cent in assets. in Force 


PROMPT PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 
ECONOMICAL MANAGEMENT 


$5,000 at death. $25.00 per week for accident at a cost of 
$12.00 per year 


ALBERT C. SMITH, President and Treasurer 


D. T. MONTAGUE, WILLIAM H. JONES, 
Secretary General Manager 


THOMAS WATERMAN, MLD., Medical Director 


NOBLE FREDERICK H. SPRING, Chief Rabban 


Young's Hotel 
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Parker | House 


J. R. Whipple & Company 
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J. Reed Whipple Claude M. Hart 
Robert F, Ford 
Wm. H. LaPointe John Reed Whipple 
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The PAPER for this program 


was furnished by . . . Frapk Ah. Colley 


A. STORRS INSURANCE 


a & AcENcY 
BEMENT CO. 


24 Central Streef, Boston 


BZ 

A7IN 
‘ Special facilities for placing lines on HOUSE- 
85 and 87 Franklin Street HOLD FURNITURE, DWELLINGS, STORE 
BUILDINGS and MERCANTILE STOCKS at 

BOSTON Lowest Rates, in 
Ask your Printer for their make of Papers for every 
BEST STOCK COMPANIES. 


kind of work and you will get THE BEST... 


~TAMSON 8 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


90 94 BEDFORD ST.. 


COR.KINGSTON ST.. 


B. S. MOULTON & CO., 
wt Enéravings, « Paintings, « (Mater » Colors 


Frames OF ALL KINDS TO ORDER 
Op Frames RE-GILT 


DIPLOMAS NEATLY FRAMED 


H IBB ARD-M ASON COM PANY | 42 Hanover Streety we BOSTON, MASS. 


Fine .. FRATERNAL GREETING 
| ————————————— 
| Tailoring EBEN H. CAIN 
515 Washington Street Manufact'r Masonic Emblems 
BOSTON 465 WASHINGTON STREET 


NOBLE JAMES A. DAVIS, Assistant Rabban 


GEORGE A. HIBBARD. TELEPHONE 579. Dr. J - E. B U N T | N 
wt CHiropodiat 


| 7 TEMPLE PLACE Room 26 


GAY'S HOTEL => 
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1143-1149 Washington Street, Boston 


Luropean Plan 


The finest appointed hotel south of Boylston Street 
Everything of the choicest can be had at all hours 


Fifteen Elegant Private Dining Rooms ...... 
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| CHOIGR LINK IMPORTED cl@kRS 


A SPH CiA lL Ty 


Choice Wines and loiquors GEO. H. GAY 
eo ee PROPRIETOR 
LUNGH GEORGE S. CARPENTER 
WINE 
LIQUORS . 
and CIGARS OurCioA eezed 
JAMES HATCH & CO. | Office at 251 TREMONT ST. 
5 BROAD STREET 32 DOANE STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. (eee eb . excenencs 
J. F. KIMBALL & CO. 


WINES, LIQUORS AND CIGARS AT WHOLESALE 


Telephone 3217 


Commission Merchants tn 


‘Butter, Cheese, Eggs, Poultry, Game, Etc. 
W. C. DEMAIN & SON 30 and 31 = <a Street 


PA PER i BOSTON 


puree * RULERS crRTER'S BAND 
BLANK BOOKS Military Band 
DESIGNS FOR ACCOUNT BOOKS and Orchestra 
—— Organized 1871 


“T. BX, CARTER 


Leader and Conductor 


179 Washington Street, Boston 


NOBLE JAMES A. FOX, High Priest and Prophet 


PASSENGER ELEVATOR 


No. 185 Franklin Street - Corner Pearl Street 
BOSTON, MASS. 
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NOBLE JAMES S. BLAKE, Oriental Guide 


WM. H. HORSTMANN COMPANY 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
A. A. O.N. M. S. 
Costumes and Paraphernalia 
FEZES 
Plain or Embroidered in Gold or Silver 


KNIGHTS TEMPLAR UNIFORMS 
ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER 
Supplies of every description 


A. and A. SCOTTISH RITE 
Paraphernalia, Uniforms, etc. 


Fifth and Cherry Streets, PHILADELPHIA 
NEW ENGLAND OFFICE: 


7 Temple Place, BOSTON 


SEBASTIAN GAHM 
=— ‘tRestaurant 


53 Court Street —s 
BOSTON Court Square 


If you are thinking of buying a Knights 
Templar or other Masonic Charm, don’t fail to 
see the largest and most complete stock in 
Boston. Some entirely new designs at very 
reasonable prices. 


ad 


WALTHAM WATCHES and 
MASONIC EMBLEMS a specialty. 
at 


KETTELL & BLAKE 


376 Washington St., cor. Franklin 
UP STAIRS BOSTON 


READ THIS! V’LL READ YOURS 


OUR MOTTO: 
| ONLY 
THE “It is not the cheapest in price that 
; is the cheapest, as the best is the 
BEST cheapest after all.” 
GOODS 
ONLY 
We keep ever in season and THE 
Out of season, and CHOICEST 
PROVISIONS 
Porter’s Market Lincoln Market 
186 Lincoln Street 180 Lincoln Street 
BOs’TON 


NOBLE JOSEPH W. WORK, Treasurer. 


FRANK C. HYDE 
=— f[NSURANCE 


33 Milk Street, BOSTON 


OUR $10 oe 
Fast Black Clay Diagonal 


Men’s Suits 


ARE 0.‘ UNAPPROACHABLE VALUE 


a 


The Suits are cut in Frock and Sack style, in 


regular, stout and long sizes. 
We can Fit anybody of any shape. 


The Make and Trimmings are guaranteed, 
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OLD SOUTH CLOTHING CO. 


315 and 317 Washington Street 
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The Market National Bank 


89 STATE STREET 


CAPITAL - - $800,000 


President, C. J. WHITMORE 
Vice-President, R. H. WELD 
Cashier, J. Q. BENNETT 
Asst. Cashier, H. F, SMITH 
DIRECTORS 
B. P. CHENEY, Jr. 
GEO. HYDE 
CHAS. W. HUBBARD 
HERBERT NASH 
F, H. RAYMOND 
R. H. WELD 
Cc. J. WHITMORE 
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Memorials in Quincy Granite 
is the title of a booklet just issued, in which we illustrate a wide variety of 
ORIGINAL DESIGNS of Sarcophagi, Monuments and Headstones. Only such 


types of memorials as are commending themselves most favorably to the best 


tastes at the present time are shown in its pages. 


We are pleased to mail a copy on request to all intending purchasers. 


Our work is furnished in all the finer grades of AMERICAN 
and FOREIGN GRANITES. 


We meet the requirements of the most exacting art lover in 
all our work and designs. 


WE OWN THE QUARRIES PRODUCING THE CELEBRATED DARK BLUE QUINCY GRANITE. 
Estimates sent upon request to any part of the United States 
or Canada. 


Statuary furnished in both granite and marble; also interior 
marble work. 


THE CRAIG & RICHARDS GRANITE CO. 
QUINCY, MASS. 


Children’s Entertainment 


4.30 O'CLOCK P.M. 


WATERMAN’S 
~ WONDERS 


Produced and Conducted by Ill... Noble THOMAS WATERMAN (Past Potentate of 
Aleppo Temple) 


MUSIC BY - - CARTER’S ORCHESTRA 


NOBLE T. M. CARTER, Conductor 


PROGRAM 


Sa 


The ever-popular English “ Punch and Judy,” the lineal descendant of the Italian 
‘“‘PUNCHINELLO”’ 


READING. “Bobby Shaftoe” 5 2s . « » « . 
MISS MARION WATERMAN 


DANCE. Sailor's Hornpipe oe, 3 

BABY MAY 

TAMBOURINE DANCE AND WINGING 
LITTLE TULA 


VIGUIN S@uO, (Concertos =. 27. 1 = hws a we w o « w + Oe Beriot 
MISS BLANCHE BENNETT 


MAGIC AND MYSTERY. In 5 Chapters 


|. The Silver King 

Riches have Wings 

Where is the Baby? and other Surprises 

The Wizard's Breakfast 

Experiments with handkerchiefs — Creation, Dyeing and Bleaching, Weaving, Annihilation 
NOBLE THOMAS WATERMAN 
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A DREAM OF FLORIDA, the Land of Flowers, a la Keller 
MR. C. C. DUNBAR, the Floricultural Magician 


THE NAGASAKI BOX, alaJapanese . . . . 
NOBLE THOMAS WATERMAN 


Ice ¢ thie od Cale 


AT 6.00 P.M. 


Program — continuea 
Program — continued 
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Evening Entertainment 


7.30 O'CLOCK 


GRAND GONGERT 


BY THE FOLLOWING ARTISTS: aI 
Wy 


a 


I. “O, My Love is Like a Red, Red Rose” . . . . . 2 . Garrett 
GRAND CHORUS 


2. “Fun and Wit” 
Mr. CHARLES T. GRILLEY 


3. SOLO. Selected 
Miss ANNABELLE CLARKE 


ERBERT JOHNSON’S QUINTETTE CLUB 


COMPOSED OF 4. ‘QUuINTEIVE Dearest, Awake” ..« ¢ 2 «© «© » « » «9% ~ SOFCH 
QUINTETTE CLUB 
Miss ESTELLE BERTHA MASON Miss LILLIAN B. COOK 
First Soprano Second Soprano 
DS DUET. “Excelsior” s33 7a a = @ & we © = & 2 & o@ 3 Balle 
Miss KATHLEEN M. RUSSELL Miss GRACE CAMPBELL COOK MESSRS. NORRIS AND WHITE 
First Alto : Second Alto 
So 6. VIOLIN SOLO. * Polonaise.” No. |, D Minor . . . . . « Weéeneawski 
Miss MAUD CALDER Miss CLARKE MR. HENRY EICHIEN 
Soprano Soprano 
Noble T. H. NORRIS Noble C. J. BUFFUM 7. BASS SOLO. “The Two Grenadiers” c.g. gy 68a @ & "2 Schumann 
Tenor Tenor Mr. BERESFORD 
Noble J. L. WHITE Mr. ARTHUR BERESFORD 
Baritone Basso 8. QUINTETTE. The Popular Airs of the Day . . «© »« 2 «= © & Mss 
Mr. CHARLES T. GRILLEY Mr. HENRY EICHIEN QUINTETTE CLUS 
Entertainer Violinist 
© SOLO, “Fer Thee | Walt? « . « catts “Geo wt 2 «a wo w, eimelep 
MR. NORRIS 
10. VIOLIN SOLO. “Finale from Concerto” . . wks, ws aw 4 Mendelssohn 


MR. HENRY EICHIEN 


NOBLE HOWARD M. DOW, ACCOMPANIST, Il. “A Funny Story” 


AND 


CARTER’S ORCHESTRA, NOBLE T. M. CARTER, CONDUCTOR 


MR. GRILLEY 


12. “Star Spangled Banner” 
GRAND CHORUS 


The Henry F. Miller Grand Piano is used at this Concert 
SoLo BY Miss ANNABELLE CLARKE. 


NOBLE BENJAMIN w. ROWELL, Recorder 
Imperial Recorder of the Imperial Council of the U.S.A 


HEADOUARTERS FOR 


Knights x Jlemplars’ » Goats 
Regulars, Stouts and Extra Longs we vt Price $12 00 wt Admitted to be the Best Coat in Boston 


The CONTINENTAL CLOTHING FLOUSS 
Corner BOYLSTON and WASHINGTON STREETS 


European Washington and 
Plan | Avery Streets 


M. C, CLARK Boston 
Proprietor Viass. 


J. H. LONG Boston Regalia Co. 
General + Machinist wt No. 7 Temple Place 


Boston, Mass. 


All Kinds of Experimenting, Model Making, Light 
and Heavy Machinery, Marine and Stationary 


eet knights Templars’ Unitorms 
164 Efieh Street, Boston Taal Sane Le oe 


TELEPHONE 2194 


Hell, Central! ‘222 Charlestown (67-8 


214 Dain Street - corner Miller 


ae ISAAC D. ALLEN & CO. 


Alb of the POPULAR BRANDS of FLOUR 


JEWELRY AND FEZ 


Pure-Malt reduced to $1.70 per dozen ‘Twenty-Five Years at 
The Best Wines and Liquors for Family Use 
Bottler of Schlitz’s Milwaukee yl WI N a B RS TRE BT 


and King’s Bohemian Lager 


Van Nostrand’s P.B. Ale and Bunker Hill Lager in Bottles 


BOSTON, MASS. 


NOBLE FRANK |W. BIRD, Alchemist 


BROILED LIVE LOBSTERS OYSTERS, SALADS, Etc. 
WELSH RAREBITS..... GAME IN SEASON. . 


THE BOYLSTON CAFE 


Corner Washington and Boylston Streets 


POPULAR PRICES PROMPT SERVICE 


Our facilities for accommodating Theatre Parties 


at a short notice are complete 


OPEN FROM .7.00 A.M. TILL MIDNIGHT 
GEORGE FRANCIS, Proprietor d W. E. SMITH, Manager 


your Paints, Varnishes | 


Painters’ Supplies, Etc. © 


OF MANUFACTURERS | 


I.H. WILEY & CO. 


92 SUDBURY STREET, BOSTON | 


Works: Charlestown and Lynn Streets * 


igh (Sidhe (Geo. H. Morrill 
& Engraving and Co, 


For illustrative, decorative and a SR UEACIURERSLOR 


advertising purposes can be 
furnished in 


PRINTING AND LITHOGRAPHIC 


\Bnks 


$46 Congress Street, B en 


SRN os SSS Steere 


BOTH LINE 
AND HALF-TONE e 


at short notice. 
We are lead- 
ers in our line 
of business and 
can show unex- 
celled examples 
of Fine Work- 
manship. 


Branches: NEW YORK 
CHICAGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 


SUFFOLK ENGRAVING G ot ot at 


275 WASHINGTON ST- BOSTON This Souvenir is printed with MORRILL’S INK 


NOBLE GEORGE S. CARPENTER, Marshal 


ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF THE 


Mneiené Wrabie Order, MoBles of the Wypstic Shrine. 


IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE MERCIFUL, THE COMPASSIONATE ! 


HE Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine was 
instituted by the Mohammedan Kalif Alee ( whose 
name be praised !), the cousin-german and son-in- 


law of the Prophet Mohammed (God favor and pre- | 


serve him!), in the year of the Hegira 25 (A. D. 656), 
at Mekkah, in Arabia, as an Inquisition, or Vigilance, 
Committee, to dispense justice and execute punish- 
ment upon criminals who escape their just deserts 
through the tardiness of the courts, and also to pro- 
mote religious toleration among cultured men of all 
nations. 

The original intention was to form a band of men 
of sterling worth, who would, without fear or favor, 
upon a valid accusation, try, judge, and execute, if 
need be, any criminal, within the hour, having taken 
precaution as to secrecy and security. The ‘+ Nobles” 
perfected their organization, and did such prompt and 
efficient work that they excited alarm, and even con- 
sternation, in the hearts of the evil-doers in all coun- 
tries. 

The Order is yet one of the most highly favored 
among the many secret societies which abound in Ori- 
ental countries, and gathers around its shrines a select 
few of the best educated and cultured classes. Their 
ostensible object is to increase the faith and fidelity of 
all true believers in Allah (whose name is exalted!). 
The secret and real purpose can only be made known 
to those who have encircled the Mystic Shrine, accord- 
ing to the instructions in ‘* The Book of the Statutes 
and Regulations of the Imperial Council.” 

Tts membership in all countries includes Christians, 
Israelites, Mooslim, and men in high positions of 
learning and of power. One of the most noted patrons 
of the Order is the present (1878) Khedive of Egypt, 
whose inclination toward Christians is well known. 

The Nobles of the Mystic Shrine are sometimes 
mistaken for certain orders of the Dervishes, such as 
those known as the Hanafeeyeh, Rifaeeyeh, Sadireeyeh, 
and others either howling, whirling, dancing or bark- 
ing; but this is an error. The only connection the 
Order ever had with any sect of Dervishes, was with 
that called the Bektash (White Hats). This warlike 
sect undertook to favor and protect the ‘+ Nobles ” in 
a time of great peril, and have ever since been counted 
among its most honored patrons 

The famous Arab known as the Bektash, from a 
peculiar, high, white hat or cap which he made from 
a sleeve of his gown, the founder of the sect named in 


his honor, was an iman inthe army of Sultan Amurath 
I., the first Mohammedan who led an army into Europe, 
A.D. 1360. This sultan was the founder of the mili- 
tary order of the Janizaries (so called because they 
were freed Christian captives who were adopted into 
the faith and the army), although his father Orkhan 
began the work. Bektash adopted a white robe and 
cap, and instituted the ceremony of kissing the sleeve. 

The Bektash Dervishes are numbered by many hun- 
dred thousands, and they have several branches or off- 
shoots, which are named after the founder of each. 
Among the most noted of them are the Darkaweeyeh, 
the Knowaneeyeh, the Abd el-Kader el-Bagdadeeyeh, 
and the Eesaweeyeh, who have their headquarters at 
Cairo, in Egypt, Damascus, and Jerusalem in Pales- 
tine, Smyrna and Broosa in Asia Minor, Constanti- 
nople and Adrianople in Turkey in Europe, Teheran 
and Shiraz in Persia, Benares and many other cities 
in India, Tangiers in Morocco, Oran in Algiers, and 
at Mekkah in Arabia, where all branches and sects of 
Dervishes are represented at the annual meeting, 
which is held during the month of pilgrimage. 

The Bektasheeyeh’s representative at Mekkah is a 
Noble of the Mystic Shrine, is the chief officer of the 
Alee Temple of Nobles, and was, in 1877, the chief of 
the Order in Arabia. The chief must reside either at 
Mekkah or at Medinah, and in either case must be 
present in person or by deputy in Mekkah-during the 
month of pilgrimage. 

The Egyptian order of Nobles has been independent 
of the Arabian, except the yearly presence of the 
deputy in Mekkah, since the expedition of Ibraheem 
Pasha, the son of Mohammed Alee, the great Pasha of 
Egypt, in 1818, when the Wahhabees were conquered. 

The Wahhabees were a sect of fanatical Puritans 
who threatened to override all other power in Arabia. 
Since Ibraheem’s conquest they have continued only 
as a religious sect without direct interference with the 
government. They are haters and persecutors of all 
other sects, aud are especially bitter against all Der- 
vishes, whom they denounce as heretics and the very 
essence of heresy and abomination. In this conduct 
they violate a strict and oft-repeated saying of the 
Prophet Mohammed (God favor and protect him!), 
which is, ‘‘ He who casts on a believer the slur of in- 
fidelity is himself an infidel.” 

All Mohammedans respect every one who has been 
circumcised, and who will repeat the formula of the 


creed, ‘*'There is no Deity but Allah,” without refer- 
ence to what his private belief may be, for they have a 
maxim, ‘‘ The interior belongs to God alone.” 

The Nobles of the Mystic Shrine are eminent for 
their broad and catholic toleration. The Noble who 
holds to a belief in a Supreme or Most High is never 
questioned as to any definition of that belief. The 
fite cannot define the infinite, although it may be con- 
scious of its existence. 

The character of the Order as it appears to the unini- 
tiated is that ofa politico-religious society. It is really 
more than such a society could be; and there are 
hidden meanings in its simplest symbols that take hold 
on the profoundest depths of the heart. We may illus- 
trate by an example: There are rays of light about the 
Sphinx and Pyramid. Each ray is numbered and has 
its appropriate signification. In general, Light is the 
symbol of intelligence. Through intelligence the 
world is governed, and the spread of knowledge ren- 
ders crime and meanness unprofitable, and, through 
the scheme of the Order, impossible for the criminal 
to escape a just punishment. 

Among the modern promoters of the principles of 
the Order in Europe, one of the most noted was Herr 
Adam Weishaupt, a Rosicrucian (Rosy Cross Mystic), 
and professor of law in the University of Ingolstadt, 
in Bavaria, who revived the Order in that city on May 
1, 1776. Its members exercised a profound influence 
before and during the French Revolution, when they 
were known as the Illuminati, and they professed to be 
teachers of philosophy, to ray forth from their secret 
society the light of science over all mankind without 
fear or favor: to diffuse the purest principles of virtue: 
in short, restating the teachings of Aristotle, Pythag- 
oras, Plato, Confucius, and other philosophers. From 
the central society at Ingolstadt branches spread out 
through all Europe. Among the members there are 
recorded the names of Frederick the Great. Mirabeau, 
a Duke of Orleans, many memberg of royal families, 
literary, scientific and professional men, including the 
illustrious Goethe, Spinoza, Kant, Lord Bacon, and a 
long list besides. whose works enlarge and free the 
mind from the influence of dogma and prejudice. 

Frequent reyolutions in Arabia, Persia and Turkey 
have obscured the Order from time to time, as appears 
from the many breaks in the continuity of the records 
at Mekkah, but it has as often been revived. Some of 
the most notable revivals are those at Mekkah and 
Aleppo in A.D. 1698 (A.H. 1110), and at Cairo in 
A.D. 1837 (A.H. 1253), the latter under the protec- 
tion of the Khedive of Egypt, who recognized the 
Order as a powerful means of civilization. 

Among the renowned patrons of the Order in 
Arabia was the Imam or Shayk Abu il-Barakat Abd- 
Ullah Ibn Ahmad Alnasafi, well known among scholars 
by his title of Nafiz-uddeen, and who died A.D. 1330 
A. 710) 

Arabic writers say of him that he was * The scien- 
tific and learned Imam, the Lord of the ingenuous and 
the gifted prince, the support of the excellent, a rare 
example of manly virtue in the ages, our eyes never 
beheld his equal, our Lord the teacher and guardian of 
our Order.” 

The poet Hafiz is honored in Persia as Byron is in 
England, and their works are similar in many respects, 
treating of wine and women with an unequalled rich- 
ness of vocabulary and ideality. Strict Mohammedans 
reject the writings of Hafiz as too suggestive, but yet 
he is more widely read than any other writer in the 
East by members of the Order, who alone can fully 
appreciate the many secret allusions in his verse. 

In the year A.D 804, during a warlike expedition 
against the Byzantine emperor Nikephorus, the most 
famous Arabian Kalif, Haroon al-Rasheed, deputed a 
renowned scholar, Abd el-Kader el-Bagdadee, to pro- 
ceed to Aleppo, Syria, and found a college there for 
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the propagation of the religion of the Prophet Moham- 
med (God favor and preserve him!). The work and 
college arose, and the Order of Nobles was revived 
there as a part of the means of civilization, 

Nearly three centuries after the death of the great 
Kalif and patron of learning, the Order of Nobles wag 
revived at Bagdad by Abd el-Kader Ghilanee, a noted 
Persian, an eminent doctor of the Soofi sect, A.D -1160, 

Among the traditions of the Order occurs this very 
significant record: « In no single instance has the goy- 
ernment in any country ventured openly to oppose the 
silent, secret workings of the ‘ Nobles,’ although the 
secret agents of the government are always present 
and exercise a careful surveillance in every ‘ Mystic 
Temple.’ ” 

The leading spirits of the Order are found in every 
circle of the higher classes, even including the func- 
tionaries of government, and exert an influence in pro- 
portion to their position, dangerous to the vicious, 
beneficial to the virtuous. 

The Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in 
America does not advocate Mohammedanism as a sect, 
but inculeates the same tespect to Deity here as in 
Arabia and elsewhere, and hence the secret of its pro- 
found grasp on the intellect and heart of all cultured 
people. 

The Ritual now in use is a translation from the orig- 
inal Arabic, found preserved in the archives of the 
Order at Aleppo, Syria, whence it was brought, in 
1860, to London, England, by Rizk Allah Hassoon 
Effendee, who was the author of several important 
works in Arabic, one of which was a metrical version 
of the Book of Job. His « History of Islam” offended 
the Turkish government because of its humanitarian 
principles, and he was forced to leave his native coun- 
try. He was a ripe scholar in Arabic poetry and the 
general literature of the age, and his improvements in 
the diction of certain parts of the ritual of the Shrine 
Temple are of great beauty and value. 

In the year 1698 the learned Orientalist Luigi Mar- 
racci, who was then just completing his great works, 
“The Koran in Latin and Arabic, with Notes,” and 
“The Bible in Arabic,” at Padua, in Italy, was initi- 
ated into our Order of Nobles, and found time to 
translate the Ritual into Italian. The initiated will be 
able to see how deeply significant this fact is when the 
history of the Italian society of the «‘ Carbonari” is 
recalled. The very existence of Italian Unity and Lib- 
erty depended largely on the « Nobles,” who were rep- 
resented by Count Cavour, Mazzini, Garibaldi and the 
King Victor Emanuel. 

Although Marracci was confessor to His Holiness, 
Pope Innocent XI. for several years, yet he was cen- 
sured by the College of the Propaganda at Rome for 
having aided and abetted the work ofa secret society, 
and the book was condemned to be burned. A few 
copies were saved, and one is still preserved in the 
library of the Synagogue which stands just inside the 
ancient Roman gate of the city of Babloon, called by 
the Arabs Fostat in the Middle Ages, and now known 
as Old Cairo. 

In making the present version the translator has had 
the benefit of the work of Alnasafi, of Marracci, and 
of Hassoon. The rendering is literal where the idiom 
permitted, except where a local reference required the 
substitution of American or oriental names of cities. 

The work has been perfected under the supervision 
of Dr. Walter M. Fleming, 33°, Sovereign Grand In- 
Spector-General, A.-.A.+.S.-. Rite, and Past Eminent 
Commander of Columbian Commandery, No. 1. 
Knights Templar, New York, who received his in- 
structions and authority from Rizk Allah Hassoon 
Eiffendee, who had competent jurisdiction for America. 

The Ritual is known in Arabia as ‘‘ The Pillar of 
Society,” which is an honorary title given only to per- 
sons of very great distinction in the service of truth, 
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justice and mercy, and the support of learning and cul- 
ture, and was by courtesy attached to this work as 
originally written by the renowned Alnasafi the Hafiz, 
the Persian poet. 

The salutation of distinction among the faithful is, 
“‘Es Selamu Aleikum!”—‘' Peace be with you!” to 
which is returned the gracious wish, ‘‘ Aleikum es Se- 
laam ! ” — ‘+ With you be Peace!” 

The Jewel of the Order is a Crescent, formed of 
any substance. The most valued materials are the 
claws of the Royai Bengal tiger, united at their bases 
in a gold setting which includes their tips, and bears on 
one side of the center the head of a sphinx, and on 
the other a pyramid, urn and star; with the date of 
the wearer’s reception of the order, and the Arabic 
motto, 

Arabic, ‘‘ Kuwat wa Ghadab.” 
Latin, ‘‘ Robur et Furor.” 
English, ‘‘ Strength and Fury.” 


The crescent has been a favorite religious emblem 
in all ages in the Orient, and also a political ensign in 
some countries, such as in modern Turkey and Persia. 
The ancient Greeks used the crescent as an emblem of 
the universal Mother of all living things, the Virgin 
Mother of all souls, who was known as Diana, Arte- 
mis, Phoebe, Cynthia and other names, varying with 
the character of her attributes in different localities. 
The chief seat of the Diana cult and worship was at 
Ephesus, and the great temple built in her honor at 
that city was the pride and glory of the Greeks. 

The secret knowledge symbolized by the crescent 
has always had its devotees, in every age, in all civil- 
ized countries, and it is yet the master-key to all wis- 
dom. The Greek philosopher, Plato, when asked the 
source of his knowledge, referred to Pythagoras. If 
we consult the writings of Pythagoras, we shall find 
that he points to the far East, whence he derived his 
instruction. In imitation of the humility of the wisest 
of mankind, we look to the East for light, and find 
placed there the beautiful emblem of new-born light, 
the crescent. 

This is yet only a symbol, and refers to a higher 
and purer source, the great fountain of light, the Sun, 
which is also an emblem of the Great First Cause, of 
Light and Intelligence. Thus do we lead the mind of 
the initiate step by step from the sterile and shifting 
sand of the desert, which typifies ignorance and dark- 
ness, into the halls of science, the chambers of cul- 
ture, until he stands in the presence of the emblem of 
Light and Intelligence, in possession of the key that 
will open to the diligent inquirer every truth in nature’s 
wide domain. 

The Roman Church uses the crescent symbol in 
the pictures of Mary, the Virgin, in the Immaculate 
Conception, where, as in Murillo’s celebrated painting, 
the Virgin is standing on the centre of the crescent, 
the horns of which are turned up. 

For esoteric reasons we hang the horns pointing 
downward, representing the setting moon of the old 
faith at the moment of the rising sun of the new faith 
in the brotherhood of all mankind — the essential unity 
of humanity as of one blood, the children of one 
fatherhood. 


This use of the crescent is not to be confounded 
with that made in ‘‘ The Order of the Crescent,” which 
was established by Sultan Selim III., soon after his 
accession in 1789, and which is conferred on Christians 
chiefly of eminent merit or services to the Turkish 
government. 

The Turkish military order called ‘‘ The Order of 
the Mejidie” also uses the crescent, not simply, but 
combined with a sun and seven triple rays. 

The Russian Church has always used the crescent 
surmounted by the cross, as typical of the triumph of 
the Christian over the Mohammedan faith. 

The constitutional authority for promulgating the 
principles and practice of the Order was confided to 
Dr. Walter M. Fleming, 33°, and his associates, A. L. 
Rawson, 32° (Arabic Translator), William J. Florence, 
32°, Edward Eddy, 33°, Daniel Sickels, 33°, Charles 
T. McClenachan, 33°, John W. Simons, 33°, Albert P. 
Moriarty, 33°, Aaron L. Northrop, 33°, Sherwood C. 
Campbell, 32°, Oswald Merle d’Aubigné, 32°, James 8. 
Chappell, 32°, John A. Moore, 82°, George W. Millar, 
32°, and William S. Paterson, 33°, all prominent 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite Masons and Knights 
Templar of New York City, who instituted the first 
Temple of the Order in that city under the title of 
‘¢ Mecca Temple, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine.” 

Ill. Walter M. Fleming, 33°, was chosen as its 
presiding officer, who is called ‘‘ The Shayk, or the 
Ancient,” and also the Illustrious Potentate. He is 
known in the Persian temples as ‘‘The Shayk Alee,” 
that is to say, the Supreme Shayk. 

Four of the original members having been removed 
by Asrael to ‘‘The Unseen Temple” in the heavens, 
the remaining associates refrained from ‘any public 
action until December, 1875, when Mecca Temple was 
opened in full form, and work begun under the present 
Ritual. 

On June 6, 1876, ‘*«The Imperial Council of the 
United States” was formed, and its officers elected, as 
in Arabia, for the term of three years. (For particu- 
lars see ‘‘ The Book of the Statutes and Regulations 
of the Imperial Council.”) 

The prerequisite for membership in Europe, Asia, 
Africa and America is the 32° A.:.A.°.S.-.Rite (18° in 
England), or a Knight Templar, in good standing. 

Subordinate Temples have been chartered in nearly 
every State of the Union, by dispensation or other 
constitutional manner, under the authority of the Im- 
perial Council. 

The generous proposition to make the Order of 
Nobles an organization for the exercise of charity, the 
improvement of the mind, and an ally of the Frater- 
nity of Freemasonry in the United States, was pri- 
marily adopted by the Imperial Council. 


By the grace of God we have found repose! 


WZ 


Imperial Recorder. 
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